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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR REDUCING LATENCY AND MESSAGE TRAFFIC 
DURING DATA AND LOCK TRANSFER IN A MULTI-NODE SYSTEM 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to techniques for reducing the latency and 
message traffic associated with one entity requesting a data item, and the lock 
associated with this data item, from another entity. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

To improve scalability, some database and file systems permit more than one 
database or file server (each running separately) to concurrently access shared 
storage such as disk media. Each database or file server has a cache for caching 
shared data items, such as disk blocks. Such multi-node systems are referred to 
herein as clusters. One problem associated with a cluster is the overhead associated 
with obtaining a data item and the lock associated with this data item. 

The entities that desire access to a data item are referred to herein as 
"Requestors" for the data item. The one or more entities that currently hold the 
rights to access the data item are referred to herein as the Holders of the data item. 
The entity that is responsible for keeping track of the locks that are associated with 
the data item, for all the nodes in a cluster, is referred to herein as the Master of the 
data item. The Master, Holder(s), and Requestor(s) of a data item may be separate 
processes on a single node, processes on separate nodes, or some may be processes 
on the same node with others on separate nodes. 

In a typical scenario, a Holder holds the most recent version of a data item in 
its cache. The Requestor requests some level of access, and hence a lock, on the 
data item. The type of lock that a Requestor requires depends on the type of access 
the Requestor wishes to perform. Thus, lock requests typically specify the "lock 
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mode" of the lock that is desired. Consequently, obtaining a particular type of lock 
may also be called "obtaining a lock in a particular mode". For example, in order to 
read a data item, an S lock (e.g. share lock) must be obtained. In order to modify a 
data item, an X lock (e.g. exclusive lock) must be obtained. In order for an X lock to 
be held, no other Holders may hold any other locks. However, several Holders may 
hold S locks concurrently. 

Various messages must be exchanged for a Requestor to obtain a data item 
and a lock associated with this data item. Referring to figures 1 A and IB, Figure 1 A 
is a block diagram portraying a cluster where a Master 100, a Holder 110 and a 
Requestor 120 are on separate nodes. Furthermore the Requestor 120 needs an S 
lock and the Holder 110 already has an X lock. Figure IB shows a script of 
messages, which would be used by the scenario depicted in figure 1 A. Figure IB 
also shows the parameters, which would be associated with these messages. 

More than likely, the connection between the Holder 1 10 on Node A and the 
Requestor 120 on Node B is a high speed connection. The connection between the 
Requestor 120 on Node B and the Master 100 on Node C is a slower connection. 

Initially, the Holder 1 10 has a data item and an X lock for this data item. 
Subsequently a Requestor 120 needs access to this data item and an S lock for it. In 
order to request access to the data item and to obtain an S lock for this data item, the 
Requestor 120 on Node B sends an lock request message to the Master 100 on Node 
C. Associated with the lock request message is a memory location into which the 
requested data item will ultimately be transferred and a desired lock mode, which 
indicates that the Requestor 120 needs an S lock. 

When the Master 100 receives the lock request message, the Master 100 
sends a message to the Holder 1 10 on Node A to inform the Holder 110 (e.g. inform 
lock holder) that there is a Requestor 120 that needs the data item in share mode. 
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The Holder 1 10 will transfer the requested data item to the Requestor's 
specified memory location. The Holder 110 performs a memory-to-memory transfer 
to transfer the data item to the Requestor 120. In addition, the Holder 1 10 on Node 
A will down-convert its lock from an X lock to an S lock and notify the Master 100 
of this down conversion. The transfer of the requested data item (e.g. TBM) and the 
down-convert message maybe sent in parallel. 

When the Master 100 receives the down-convert message, Master 100 grants 
the Requestor 120 on Node B an S lock by sending the Requestor 120 a lock grant 
message. Only after Requestor 120 receives the lock grant message may Requestor 
120 access the data item. 

In this scenario, latency, or time from initial request (e.g. LRM) to time when 
the data item can be used (e.g. Requestor 120 receives the lock grant message), is 
four small messages (e.g. lock request message, inform lock holder, down-convert 
message, and lock grant message). The traffic is four small messages (lock request 
message, inform lock holder, down-convert message, and lock grant message) and 
one transfer of the requested data item. 

To increase the speed of operations in the cluster, it is desirable to provide 
techniques that reduce the amount of time that Requestors must wait before they can 
access the data items they request. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

A method and apparatus are provided for improving the performance 
associated with transferring a data item and obtaining a lock in a multi-node system. 
The techniques described are appHcable in any context in which entities that have 
caches share access to resources. Such contexts include, but are not limited to file 
systems and database systems. According to one aspect of the invention, increased 
performance is achieved by causing Requestors to interpret the block transfer 
message as a lock grant message. Thus, the Requestor may access the data item as 
soon as it is received without having to wait for the explicit lock grant from the 
Master. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The present invention is illustrated by way of example, and not by way of 
limitation, in the figures of the accompanying drawings in which like reference 
numerals refer to similar elements and in which: 

Figure 1 A is a block diagram illustrating a cache-to-cache transfer of the 
most recent version of a data item and a lock associated with this data item; 

Figure IB is a message script, which corresponds to figure 1 A; 

Figure 2A is a block diagram illustrating the Master, Holder, and Requestor 
on separate nodes in a cluster; 

Figure 2B is a message script, which corresponds to figure 2A; 

Figure 3 A is a block diagram illustrating the Master and the Requestor on the 
same node; 

Figure 3B is a message script, which corresponds to figure 3 A; 
Figure 4A is a block diagram illustrating the Master and the Holder on the 
same node; 

Figure 4B is a message script, which corresponds to figure 4A; 

Figure 5 A is a block diagram illustrating multiple share lock Holders and a 
Requestor of a share lock; 

Figure 5B is a message script, which corresponds to figure 5 A; 

Figure 6A is a block diagram illustrating multiple share lock Holders and a 
requestor of an exclusive lock; 

Figure 6B is a message script, which corresponds to figure 6A; 

Figure 7A is a block diagram illustrating a situation where the Master 
receives a lock request message before receiving a lock assume message; 

Figure 7B is a message script, which corresponds to figure 7A; 
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Figure 8A is a block diagram illustrating how to handle a disconnect during 
the transfer of a data item; 

Figure 8B is a message script, which corresponds to figure 8A; 

Figure 9A is a block diagram illustrating how to handle concurrent lock 
requests from more than one share lock requestor; 

Figure 9B is a message script, which corresponds to figure 9A; 

Figure 1 OA is a block diagram illustrating how to handle timing issues for 
lock request messages; 

Figure 1 OB is a message script, which corresponds to figure lOA; 

Figure 1 1 A is a block diagram illustrating how to handle a mismatch in lock 

status; 

Figure 1 IB is a message script, which corresponds to figure 1 1 A; and 
Figure 12 is a block diagram of a computer system on which an embodiment 
of the invention may be implemented. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

A method and apparatus for improving the performance associated with 
transferring a block (e.g. data item) and obtaining a lock in a cluster by interpreting 
the block transfer message as a lock grant message is described herein. In the 
following description, for the purposes of explanation, numerous specific details are 
set forth in order to provide a thorough understanding of the present invention. It 
will be apparent, however, to one skilled in the art that the present invention may be 
practiced without these specific details. In other instances, well-known structures 
and devices are shown in block diagram form in order to avoid unnecessarily 
obscuring the present invention. 

The techniques described hereafter are applicable in any context in which 
entities that have caches share access to resources. Such contexts include, but are 
not limited to file systems and database systems. When used in the context of file 
systems, the file system blocks may not have redundant fields in the data item 
headers as described hereinafter in the discussion of the Transfer Block Message 
under Terminology. Instead of using redundant fields in the data item header, the 
new lock mode and role can be placed in a header location that is separate firom the 
data location. Furthermore, the request memory address must include the header and 
data location. The header and data can be sent through scatter/gather operations in 
the interconnect. 

TERMINOLOGY 

The following terms will be used to refer to the messages that are exchanged 
in the many scenarios presented herein to describe embodiments of the invention: 
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1) Lock Request Message (LRM): The Requestor sends an LRM to the 
Master. In some systems, the Requestor may include in the LRM a memory location 
into which the data item is to be copied. 

2) Inform Lock Holders Message (ILH): The Master sends an ILH to the 
Holder to inform the Holder that there is a Requestor that is interested in obtaining a 
lock for the data item (i.e. desires to access the data item). The ILH may be sent to 
many Holders that hold S locks on a data item if the Requestor desires an exclusive 
lock. 

3) Transfer Block Message (TBM): The Holder transfers the data item 
(e.g. block), which is in the Holder's cache, to the Requestor with a TBM. Receipt 
of the Transfer Block Message is interpreted by the requestor as a lock grant from 
the Holder of the data item. 

Not only does TBM include the contents of the data item but also the 
Holder's lock state information. The lock state information can simply consist of the 
lock mode. In some systems, lock state information may additionally contain the 
version numbers of the data item that is retained in the holder's cache or some 
indication of which node sent the data item. One technique of sending information 
associated with the data item is to store this information in redundant fields in the 
data item's header. Data item header fields are considered "redundant" if the 
requesting node can reconstruct these "redundant" fields after receiving the data 
item. Examples of redundant fields are the database block address and the database 
block type. 

A second technique for sending information associated with a data item is to 
use "scatter/gather" techniques to send separate header and payload fields in a single 
underlying message. For example, a typical write/send operation may be performed 
by making a call such as: 
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send( some_dest5 some_buffer, buffer_length ); 
A vector send/write takes an array or list of buffers and puts them in one operation, 
something Hke the following: 

v[0].buf=bufl; 

v[0].len-buflenl; 

v[l].buf=buf2; 

v[l].len = buflen2; 

vsend( some_dest, 2 /* size of vector */, v ); 
while a receive/read would be the following: 

v[0].buf=bufl; 

v[0].len = buflenl; 

v[l].buf=buf2; 

v[l].len = buflen2; 

vread( some_dest, 2, v ); 
The usual way these operations are used is to separate header information from 
payload. hi the example given for file system, the lock message information would 
be bufl, and the actual block would be in bufZ, Describing both operations in the 
API allows the underlying system to turn what appears to be two operations into a 
single operation. If this technique is used in a messaging system, the result is one 
message on the wire, which is a big advantage. 

A third technique for sending information associated with a data item is to 
send a separate status message (e.g. LSM) containing the lock state information 
instead of including the lock state information with the TBM; however, sending a 
separate status message may decrease the usefulness of the protocol unless the 
system allows for sending a separate LSM and a separate TBM through a "vector" 
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send in parallel. In such a system that supports "vector" send in parallel, a separate 
LSM will not reduce the efficiency of the protocol. 

4) Broadcast Inform Lock Holders Message (BILH): The Master sends a 
BILH to all of the shared lock Holders (e.g. all the Holders of share locks for a 
particular data item), except one Holder, to inform the share lock Holders that a 
Requestor is interested in obtaining a lock for a data item, which the share lock 
Holders currently hold shared locks on. 

5) Down-convert Message (DCM): The Holder down-converts its lock (for 
example, from exclusive mode to share mode) and informs the Master that the lock 
has been down-converted by sending a DCM to the Master. 

6) Update Lock Mode (ULM): When more than one Holder needs to inform 
the Master that they have changed/updated their lock mode in response to a request 
for a data item. The Holders send ULMs to the master along with the lock id and 
new lock mode associated with this lock id. 

7) Lock Grant Message (LGM): The Master sends a LGM to the 
Requestor to inform the Requestor that the lock has been granted to the Requestor. 

8) Lock Status Message (LSM): When two entities (e.g. Master, 
Requestor(s), Holder(s)) realize that their respective lock statuses do not match, the 
two entities will exchange statuses with the LSM. For example, when the Master 
receives a LRM, which includes lock status, from a Holder and the lock status from 
this Holder does not match the lock status that the Master has, the Master will send a 
LSM to the Holder with the Master's lock status. Then the Holder will send back to 
the Master a LSM, which will include the lock status, as the Holder knows it. Thus, 
the Master and Holder can resynchronize their lock status for a particular data item. 



OID-2000- 166-01 



-10- 



50277-1653 



LOCK ASSUME MESSAGE 

As stated before, typically when a Holder of a data item transfers the data 
item to a Requestor of that data item, the Holder will down-convert its lock for that 
data item and send a message to the Master of this data item indicating that a down- 
convert has been performed. Subsequently, the Master sends a lock grant message to 
the Requestor of the data item to inform the Requestor that the Requestor has been 
granted a lock for the data item. 

In contrast, techniques are provided in which Requestors do not wait for a 
lock grant message from the Master. Rather, Requestors interpret receipt of the data 
item from the Holder as an impUcit lock grant message. By the Requestor 
interpreting the block transfer message as a lock grant message, the down-convert 
message and the lock grant message can be eliminated, which results in improved 
performance. 

Ultimately the Master of a data item must be informed about what entities 
hold locks on the data item. In embodiments in which Holders do not send down- 
convert messages to the Master, the Master must obtain this information through 
some other mechanism. According to one embodiment, in order for the Master to 
know that the Holder has already down-converted its lock mode and that the 
Requestor has assumed the new lock mode, either the Requestor or the Holder sends 
a Lock Assume Message (LAM) to the Master. 

FUNCTIONAL OVERVIEW 
Figure 2A is a block diagram portraying a cluster where the Master 200, 
Holder 210 and Requestor 220 are on separate nodes in a cluster. Furthermore the 
Requestor 220 needs an S lock and the Holder 210 already has an X lock. Figure 2B 
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shows a script of messages that would be used by the scenario depicted in figure 2A. 
Figure 2B also shows the parameters that would be associated with these messages. 

The Holder 210 currently has a data item and an X lock for this data item. 
Requestor 220 needs access to this data item and an S lock for it. The following 
steps are executed so that the Requestor 220 can gain access to this data item in S 
mode: 

1) Requestor sends LRM to Master: 

In order to request access to the data item and to obtain an S lock for this data 
item, the Requestor 220 sends an LRM to the Master 200. Associated with the LRM 
is a memory location into which the requested data item will ultimately be 
transferred and a desired lock mode, which indicates that the Requestor 220 needs an 
S lock. 

2) Master sends ELH to Holder: 

When the Master 200 receives the LRM, the Master 200 sends an ILH to the 
Holder 210 to inform the Holder 210 that there is a Requestor 220 that needs the 
data item in share mode. 

3) Holder sends TBM to Requestor: 

The Holder 210 will transfer the requested data item with a TBM using the 
Requestor's memory location (box 220). The Holder 210 performs a memory-to- 
memory transfer to transfer the data item to the Requestor 220. 

The Requestor 220 of the S lock interprets receipt of the data item as a lock 
grant, thus eliminating the need to wait for the LGM and DCM. Furthermore since 
the Holder 210 has an X lock and no other Holder may hold any other locks at the 
same time that an X lock is being held, the Holder 210 will down-convert its lock 
from an X lock to an S lock upon transferring the data item. According to one 
embodiment, this down-convert is performed by changing lock information 
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maintained locally on Holder 210, but Holder 210 does not notify the Master 200 of 
this down conversion with a DCM. 

4) Requestor sends LAM to Master: 

The Requestor 220 sends a LAM to the Master 200 indicating that the 
Requestor 220 has assumed an S lock for the data item that was transferred by the 
Holder 210. In response to the LAM, the Master 200 revises its lock information for 
the data item to indicate that both Requestor 220 and Holder 210 have S locks on the 
data item. According to another embodiment of this invention instead of the 
Requestor 220 sending a LAM to the Master 200, the Holder 210 could send the 
LAM to the Master 200 concurrently to sending a TBM to Requestor 220. 

More than likely, the connection between the Holder 210 on Node A and the 
Requestor 220 on Node B is a high speed connection. The connection between the 
Requestor 220 on Node B and the Master 200 on Node C is a slower connection. 
Assume that this configuration is true for all of the scenarios described herein. 

In this scenario the latency, or time from initial request (e.g. LRM) to time 
when the data item can be used (e.g. completion of TBM), is 2 small messages and 
one data item transfer (e.g. LRM, ILH, TBM). The total traffic is 3 small messages 
and one data item transfer (e.g. LRM, ILH, LAM, and TBM). 

MASTER AND REQUESTOR ON SAME NODE 
Figure 3 A is a block diagram portraying a cluster where the Master 310 and 
Requestor 320 are separate processes on the same node. Node B 300, and the Holder 
330 is on a separate node, Node A 330. The Requestor 320 needs an S lock and the 
Holder 330 already has an X lock. Figure 3B shows a script of messages, which 
would be used by the scenario depicted in figure 3 A. Figure 3B also shows the 
parameters, which would be associated with these messages. 

-13- 

OID-2000- 166-01 



50277-1653 



The Holder 330 currently has a data item and an X lock for this data item. 
Requestor 320 needs access to this data item and an S lock for it. The steps, which 
are executed so that the Requestor 320 can gain access to this data item in S mode, 
are the same as in figure 2A and 2B except for two things: One, the messages LRM 
and LAM are sent between two processes on the same node instead of two processes 
on separate nodes and therefore are procedure invocations. Two, the LAM is not 
essential because the Requestor 320 could update the Master 310's lock structure to 
down-convert Holder 330's lock. 

In this scenario the latency, or time from initial request (e.g. LRM) to time 
when the data item can be used (e.g. completion of TBM), is one small messages 
and one data item transfer (e.g. ILH, TBM). The total traffic is also one small 
message and one data item transfer (e.g. ILH, TBM). The messages LRM and LAM 
are not considered a part of the latency or total traffic since these messages are 
between processes on the same node and therefore are treated as procedure 
invocations. 

MASTER AND HOLDER ON SAME NODE 
Figure 4A is a block diagram portraying a cluster where the Master 410 and 
Holder 420 are separate processes on the same node, Node A (box 400), and the 
Requestor 430 is on a separate node. Node B (box 430). The Requestor 430 needs 
an S lock and the Holder 420 already has an X lock. Figure 4B shows a script of 
messages, which would be used by the scenario depicted in figure 4A. Figure 4B 
also shows the parameters, which would be associated with these messages. 

The Holder 420 currently has a data item and an X lock for this data item. 
Subsequently, a Requestor 430 needs access to this data item and an S lock for it. 
The steps, which are executed so that the Requestor 430 can gain access to this data 
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item in S mode, are the same as in figure 2 A and 2B except for two things: One, the 
message ILH is sent between two processes on the same node instead of between 
two processes on separate nodes. Two, the LAM from Requestor 430 to Master 410 
is not essential. The reason being that after the Holder 420 receives the ILH, the 
Holder 420 can down convert the Holder's local lock mode and at the same time the 
Holder 420 can also update the Requestor 430's lock mode in the Master 410's lock 
structures. 

In this scenario the latency, or time from initial request (e.g. LRM) to time 
when the data item can be used (e.g. completion of TBM), is two small messages 
and one data item transfer (e.g. LRM, LAM, TBM). The total traffic is also two 
small message and one data item transfer (e.g. LRM, LAM, TBM). If the LAM is 
eliminated then the latency is one small message and one data item transfer (e.g. 
LRM, TBM) and the total traffic is also one small message and one data item 
transfer (e.g. LRM, TBM). The message ILH is not considered a part of the latency 
or total traffic since ILH is between processes on the same node and therefore is 
treated as a procedure invocation. 

MULTIPLE SHARE LOCK HOLDERS AND REQUESTOR OF S LOCK 
Figure 5 A is a block diagram portraying a cluster where the Master 500, two 
Holders (boxes 510 and 530) and a Requestor 520 are on separate nodes in a cluster. 
Furthermore, the Requestor 520 needs an S lock and the Holders (boxes 510 and 
530) already have S locks. The two S lock Holders (boxes 510 and 530) will not 
need to relinquish their respective S locks in order for the Requestor 520 to also 
obtain an S lock. Figure 5B shows a script of messages, which would be used by the 
scenario depicted in figure 5A. Figure 5B also shows the parameters, which would 
be associated with these messages. The steps, which are executed so that the 



OID-2000- 166-01 



-15- 



50277-1653 



Requestor 520 can gain access to this data item in S mode, are the same as in figure 
2A and 2B except that the Master 500 picks only one of the Share Lock Holders 
(boxes 510 and 520), which are on Node A and Node C, to send the ILH to. 

As shown in figure 5 A, the Master 500 sends the ILH to the Holder 510. 
Various methods can be used by the Master 500 to pick which Holder (510 or 530) 
to send the ILH to. Two such possibilities are as follows: 

1) pick the most recent grantee of the S lock because it is more likely to have 
the data item in cache; or 

2) if there is an S lock Holder on the same node as the Master, pick the S 
lock Holder that is on the same node as the Master thus reducing message traffic. 
The above possibilities for picking which Holder to send the ILH to will apply to the 
other scenarios where there are multiple Holders. From there on, the steps in figures 
5A and 5B are the same as in figures 2A and 2B respectively. 

MULTIPLE SHARE LOCK HOLDERS AND REQUESTOR OF X LOCK 
Figure 6A is a block diagram portraying a cluster where the Master 600, 
three Holders (boxes 610, 620, 630) and a Requestor 640 are on separate nodes in a 
cluster. The Requestor 640 needs an X lock and the three Holders (boxes 610, 620, 
630) already have S locks. In order for the Requestor 640 to obtain an X lock, the 
three Holders (boxes 610, 620, 630) will need to relinquish their respective S locks. 
Figure 6B shows a script of messages, which would be used by the scenario depicted 
in figure 6A. Figure 6B also shows the parameters, which would be associated with 
these messages. 

The following steps are executed so that the Requestor 640 can gain access to 
this data item in X mode: 

1) Requestor sends LRM to Master: 
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In order to request access to the data item and to obtain an X lock for this 
data item, the Requestor box 640 sends an LRM to the Master 600. Associated with 
the LRM is a memory location into which the requested data item will ultimately be 
transferred and a desired lock mode, which indicates that the Requestor 640 needs an 
S lock. 

2) Master sends BILH to all but one of the Holders: 

When the Master 600 receives the LRM, the Master 600 sends a BILH to all 
of the Holders (boxes 610, 620) simultaneously except one (Holder 630) to inform 
the other Holders (boxes 610, 620) that there is a Requestor 640 that needs the data 
item in exclusive mode. 

3) Notified Holders respond with ULM to Master: 

The notified Holders (boxes 610, 620) release their respective S locks and 
respond back to the Master 600 with a ULM indicating that their locks (e.g. Holders 
on 610 and 620) have been released. The ULMs will be sent out by the notified 
Holders (boxes 610, 620) to the Master 600 at approximately the same time. 

4) Master sends DLH to last Holder: 

When the Master 600 receives the last of the ULMs, the Master 600 sends an 
ILH to the last of the S lock Holders, which in this scenario is Holder 630, to inform 
this last Holder 630 that there is a Requestor 640, which needs the data item in 
exclusive mode (e.g. X lock). 

5) Last Holder sends TBM to Requestor: 

The last Holder 630 will transfer the requested data item with a TBM using 
the Requestor's memory location (box 640). This last Holder 630 performs a 
memory-to-memory transfer to transfer the data item to the Requestor 640. The 
Requestor 640 of the X lock will interpret receipt of the data item as a lock grant, 
thus eliminating the LGM and DCM. Furthermore since the Holder 630 has an S 
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lock and no other Holder may hold any other locks at the same time that an X lock is 
being held, the last Holder 630 will release its S lock upon transferring the data item 
to the Requestor 640. 

6) Requestor sends LAM to Master: 

The Requestor 640 sends a LAM to the Master 600 indicating that the 
Requestor 640 has assumed an X lock for the data item, which was transferred to the 
Requestor 640. 

In this scenario the latency, or time from initial request (e.g. LRM) to 
time when the data item can be used (e.g. completion of TBM), is 4 small messages 
and one data item transfer (e.g. LRM, BILH, ULM, ILH, TBM). The total traffic 
depends on the number of S lock holders. 

MASTER RECEIVES LOCK REQUEST MESSAGE 
BEFORE LOCK ASSUME MESSAGE 

Figure 7A is a block diagram portraying a cluster where the Master 700, 
Holder 710 and Requestor 720 are on separate nodes in a cluster. Furthermore, the 
Requestor 720 needs an X lock and the Holder 710 already has an X lock. Figure 7B 
shows a script of messages, which would be used by the scenario depicted in figure 
7A. Figure 7B also shows the parameters, which would be associated with these 
messages. The Holder 710 currently has a data item and an X lock for this data item. 
Subsequently a Requestor 720 needs access to this data item and an X lock for it. 

The following steps are executed so that the Requestor 720 can gain access to 
this data item in X mode: 

1) Requestor sends LRM to Master: 

In order to request access to the data item and to obtain an X lock for this 
data item, the Requestor 720 sends an LRM to the Master 700. Associated with the 
LRM is a memory location into which the requested data item will ultimately be 
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transferred and a desired lock mode, which indicates that the Requestor 720 needs an 
X lock. 

2) Master sends n.H to Holder: 

When the Master 700 receives the LRM, the Master 700 sends an ILH to the 
Holder 710 to inform the Holder 710 that there is a Requestor 720, which needs the 
data item in exclusive mode. 

3) Holder sends TBM to Requestor: 

The Holder 710 will transfer the requested data item with a TBM using the 
Requestor's memory location (box 720). The Holder 710 performs a memory-to- 
memory transfer to transfer the data item to the Requestor 720, The Requestor 710 
of the X lock will interpret receipt of the data item as a lock grant, thus eliminating 
the LGM and DCM. Furthermore since the Holder 710 has an X lock and no other 
Holder may hold any other locks at the same time that an X lock is being held, the 
Holder 710 will release its X lock upon transferring the data item. The Holder 710 
of the X lock will no longer notify the Master 700 of the release with a DCM. 

4) Requestor sends LAM to Master but Master receives it after the LRM: 

a) The Requestor 720 sends a LAM to the Master 700 indicating that 
the Requestor 720 has assumed an X lock for the data item that was 
transferred to the Requestor 720. 

b) However, before the Master 700 can receive the LAM that the 
Requestor 720 sent, the Holder 710, which no longer thinks it is a Holder, 
sends an LRM to request an X lock again for this same data item. 

5) Master sends LSM to Holder: 

When the Master 700 receives the LRM (refer to message 4b in figure 7A) 
from the Holder 710, the Master 700 determines that there is a mismatch between 
the Master's lock records on Node C (box 700) and the Holder's lock records on 
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Node A (box 710) for the data item concerned. At this point in time, the Master 700 
is waiting for an LAM to indicate that the new Holder 720 is on Node B. However 
until the Master 700 actually receives this LAM, the Master's lock records (box 700) 
still show that the Holder 710 is on Node A. To synchronize lock records, the 
Master 700 sends an LSM, along with the Master's recorded lock mode, to the 
Holder 710 on Node A. 

6) Holder sends LSM to Master: 

When the Holder 710 receives the LSM from the Master 700, the Holder 710 
determines that the Holder's recorded lock mode (box 710) is out of sync with the 
Master's recorded lock mode (box 700) for this data item. The Holder 710 responds 
to this determination by sending an LSM to the Master 700 along with the Holder's 
recorded lock mode (box 710) for this data item. When the Master 700 receives the 
LSM from the Holder 710, the Master 700 and Holder 710 will be synchronized with 
respect to the lock mode associated with this data item. 

When the Master receives the LAM from Requestor 720, Master 700 changes 
its lock information to indicate that Requestor 720 has an X lock, and sends to 
Requestor 720 an ILH to inform new Holder (ex-Requestor) 720 that new Requestor 
(ex -Holder) 720 desires a lock. From here on the processing will continue in a 
normal fashion. 

Although steps 5 and 6 produce correct results, steps 5 and 6 are not 
essential. When the Master 700 receives the LRM (4b), the Master 700 may 
determine the correct lock state and implicitly update the Master 700 's local lock 
state. This is particularly important for hot blocks because the probability that ex- 
Holder 710 will send a request immediately after TBM (3) is high. 
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DISCONNECT DURING DATA TRANSFER 
Figure 8 A is a block diagram portraying a cluster where the Master 800, 
Holder 810 and Requestor 820 are on separate nodes in a cluster. Furthermore, the 
transmission of the data item does not reach the Requestor 820. For the purposes of 
discussing this embodiment of the invention, the lock modes do not matter. Figure 
8B shows a script of messages, which would be used by the scenario depicted in 
figure 8 A. Figure 8B also shows the parameters, which would be associated with 
these messages. The Holder 810 currently has a data item and an X lock for this data 
item. Subsequently a Requestor 820 needs access to this data item and lock for it. 
The following steps are executed so that the Requestor 820 can gain access to this 
data item and the appropriate lock: 

1) Requestor sends LRM to Master: 

In order to request access to the data item and to obtain an S lock for this data 
item, the Requestor 820 sends an LRM to the Master 800. Associated with the LRM 
is a memory location into which the requested data item will ultimately be 
transferred and a desired lock mode. 

2) Master sends ILH to Holder: 

When the Master 800 receives the LRM, the Master 800 sends an ILH to the 
Holder 810 to inform the Holder 810 that there is a Requestor 820, which needs the 
data item in the indicated lock mode. 

3) Holder sends TBM to Requestor: 

The Holder 810 will transfer the requested data item with a TBM using the 
Requestor's (box 820) memory location. However, due to some error, transfer of the 
requested data item is not completed. Therefore, the Requestor 820 of the lock is 
not able to interpret receipt of the data item as a lock grant. Furthermore the Holder 
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810 does not send an LAM to the Master 800 indicating that the Holder 820 has 
assumed the lock. 

According to one embodiment, this type of error situation is addressed by 
causing the Master 800 to include with all ILH messages the Master's current 
understanding of the lock mode held by the entity to which the ILH is being sent. 
For example, if the information at Master 800 still indicates that Holder 810 has an 
exclusive lock on a resource, Master 800 will send Holder 810 an ILH when another 
node requests a lock on that resource. Master 800 will include with that ILH data 
that indicates that Master 800 believes Holder 810 has an X lock on the resource. 

If a Holder 810 receives an ILH message with a lock status that does not 
match the lock status records of Holder 810, then the Holder 810 can refuse the ILH 
and update the Master 800 as to the Holder's lock status for the data item. For 
example. Holder 810 may respond to an ILH that indicates an X lock mode by 
sending an LSM to the Master 800 to indicate that Holder 810 has downgraded its 
lock mode. When the Requestor 820 determines that the TBM will not be coming, 
Requestor 820 will retry by resending the LRM to Master 800. 

MULTIPLE S LOCK REQUESTORS 
Figure 9A is a block diagram portraying a cluster where the Master 900, 
Holder 910 and two Requestors (boxes 920 and 930) are on separate nodes in a 
cluster. Furthermore the Requestors 920 and 930 need S locks and the Holder 910 
already has an X lock. The Requestors 920 and 930 send their S lock requests at 
approximately the same time and the Master 900 receives the S lock requests at 
approximately the same time. Figure 9B shows a script of messages that would be 
used by the scenario depicted in figure 9A. Figure 9B also shows the parameters 
that would be associated with these messages. 



OID-2000- 166-01 



-22- 



50277-1653 



The following steps are executed so that the Requestors 920 and 930 can gain 
access to this data item in S mode: 

1) Requestors sends LRMs to Master: 

Li order to request access to the data item and to obtain an S lock for this data 
item, the Requestors 920 and 930 send LRMs to the Master 900. Associated with 
the LRMs are memory locations associated with the Requestors 920 and 930 into 
which the requested data item will ultimately be transferred and a desired lock mode, 
which indicates that the Requestors 920 and 930 need S locks. The master receives 
the LRMs from Requestors 920 and 930 at approximately the same time. 

2) Master sends ILH to Holder: 

When the Master 900 receives the LRMs, the Master 900 sends an ILH to the 
Holder 910 to inform the Holder 910 that there are two Requestors 920 and 930 that 
need the data item in share mode. Instead of sending out separate ILHs to Holder 
910 for each of the Requestors 920 and 930, the Master 900 batches the requests into 
one ILH by including the memory locations, into which the data item needs to be 
copied, for both Requestor 920 and 930 in the one ILH. 

3) Holder sends TBM to Requestors: 

The Holder 910 will transfer the requested data item with a TBM using the 
Requestors' memory locations (box 920 and 930). The Holder 910 perform 
memory-to-memory transfers to transfer the data item to the Requestors 920 and 
930. 

The Requestors 920 and 930 of the S lock interpret receipt of the data item as 
a lock grant, thus eliminating the need to wait for the LGM and DCM. Furthermore 
since the Holder 910 has an X lock and no other Holder may hold any other locks at 
the same time that an X lock is being held, the Holder 910 will down-convert its 
lock from an X lock to an S lock upon transferring the data item. According to one 
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embodiment, this down-convert is performed by changing lock information 
maintained locally on Holder 910, but Holder 910 does not notify the Master 900 of 
this down conversion with a DCM. 

4) Requestors send LAMs to Master: 

The Requestors 920 and 930 sends LAMs to the Master 900 indicating that 
the Requestors 920 and 930 have assumed their respective S locks for the data item 
that was transferred by the Holder 910. In response to the LAM, the Master 900 
revises its lock information for the data item to indicate that Requestor 920, 
Requestor 930 and Holder 910 have S locks on the data item. 

In this scenario the latency, or time from initial request (e.g. LRM) to time 
when the data item can be used (e.g. completion of TBM), is 2 small messages and 
one data item transfer (e.g. LRM, ILH, TBM). The total traffic is 5 small messages 
and two data item transfer (e.g. two LRMs, one ILH, two LAMs, and two TBMs). 

TIMING ISSUES OF LOCK REQUEST MESSAGES 
Figure 1 OA is a block diagram portraying a cluster where the Master 1000, 
Holder 1010 and Requestor 1020 are on separate nodes in a cluster. The Holder 
1010 has an S lock and needs to raise the lock mode to an X lock. Furthermore the 
Requestor 1020 also needs an X lock. One point of interest in this scenario is that 
the Master 1000 will receive an LRM from the Requestor 1020 and shortly thereafter 
receive an LRM from the Holder 1010 requesting to raise the Holder lOlO's lock 
mode from S to X. Figure lOB shows a script of messages that would be used by the 
scenario depicted in figure lOA. Figure lOB also shows the parameters that would 
be associated with these messages. 

The Holder 1010 currently has a data item and an S lock for this data item. 
Both Holder 1010 and Requestor 1020 need access to this data item in exclusive 
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mode and therefore need an X lock for this data item. The following steps are 
executed so that the Requestor 1020 can gain access to this data item in X mode: 
la) Requestor sends LRM to Master: 

In order to request access to the data item and to obtain an X lock for this 
data item, the Requestor 1020 sends an LRM to the Master 1000. Associated with 
the LRM is a memory location into which the requested data item will ultimately be 
transferred and a desired lock mode, which indicates that the Requestor 1020 needs 
an X lock. 

lb) Holder sends LRM to Master to raise lock from S to X: 
In order to gain exclusive mode on a data item that the Holder 1010 already 
has in S mode, the Holder 1010 sends an LRM requesting to raise the lock mode for 
this data item from S to X to Master 1000. However, the Master 1000 has already 
received the Requestor 1020's LRM before receiving the Holder lOlO's LRM. 

2) Master sends ILH to Holder: 

When the Master 1000 receives the LRM from the Requestor 1020, the 
Master 1000 sends an ILH to the Holder 1010 to inform the Holder 1010 that there is 
a Requestor 1020 that needs the data item in exclusive mode. The Holder 1010 
recognizes there is a discrepancy between itself and Requestor 1020. 

3) Holder sends TBM to Requestor: 

The Holder 1010 will transfer the requested data item with a TBM using the 
Requestor's memory location (box 1020). The Holder 1010 performs a memory-to- 
memory transfer to transfer the data item to the Requestor 1020. 

The Requestor 1020 of the lock interprets receipt of the data item as a lock 
grant, thus eliminating the need to wait for the LGM and DCM. Furthermore since 
the Holder 1010 has an X lock and no other Holder may hold any other locks at the 
same time that an X lock is being held, the Holder 1010 will relinquish its lock upon 
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transferring the data item to Requestor 1020. The Holder 1010 of the X lock will no 
longer notify the Master 1000 of the fact that the Holder 1010 has relinquished its 
lock with a DCM. 

4) Holder resends LRM to Master: 

At this point, the Holder 1010, which is no longer a holder, tries again to 
obtain an X lock for the data item in question by sending another LRM to the Master 
1000. However, Requestor 1020 already has an X lock for this data item. Therefore, 
at this point the previous Holder 1010 is treated hke any other new Requestor and 
the previous Holder lOlO's new request will be queued behind any other pending 
requests. 

5) Requestor sends LAM to Master: 

The Requestor 1020 sends a LAM to the Master 1000 indicating that the 
Requestor 1020 has assumed an X lock for the data item that was transferred by the 
Holder 1010. In response to the LAM, the Master 1000 revises its lock information 
for the data item to indicate that the previous Holder 1010 no longer has a lock on 
this data item and Requestor 1020 has an X lock on this same data item. After 
Master 1000 has received the LAM from Requestor 1020, Master 1000 will treat 
Node A 1010, which is now a Requestor, like any other Requestor; Thus Master 
1000 will send an ILH to Node B 1020 on behalf of Node A 1010. 

In this scenario the latency, or time from initial request (e.g. LRM) to time 
when the data item can be used (e.g. completion of TBM), is 2 small messages and 
one data item transfer (e.g. LRM, ILH, TBM). The total traffic is 3 small messages 
and one data item transfer (e.g. LRM, ILH, LAM, and TBM). 
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MISMATCH IN LOCK STATUS 
Figure 11 A is a block diagram portraying a cluster where the Master 1 100, 
620 Holders (boxes 1110 and 1 120) and a Requestor 1 130 are on separate nodes in a 
cluster. The two Holders (boxes 1 1 10 and 1 120) already have S locks. Holder 1110 
requests a raise in lock mode from S to X. Furthermore, The Requestor 1 130 needs 
an X lock. In order for the Requestor 1 130 to obtain an X lock, the two Holders 
(boxes 1110 and 1 120) will need to relinquish their respective S locks. Figure 1 IB 
shows a script of messages, which would be used by the scenario depicted in figure 
1 1 A. Figure 1 IB also shows the parameters, which would be associated with these 
messages. 

The following steps are executed so that the Requestor 1 130 can gain access 
to this data item in X mode: 

1) Requestor sends LRM to Master and Holder also sends LRM to Master: 
In order to request access to the data item and to obtain an X lock for this 

data item, the Requestor 1130 sends an LRM to the Master 1 100. Associated with 
the LRM is a memory location into which the requested data item will ultimately be 
transferred and a desired lock mode, which indicates that the Requestor 1130 needs 
an X lock. 

At almost the same time. Holder 1110 also sends an LRM to Master 1 100 
requesting that Holder 1 1 lO's lock be raised from S to X. However, according to 
this scenario, the LRM that Holder 1110 sends will be delayed in arriving at Master 
1 100. The LRM will contain both the current lock mode and the desired lock mode 
of Holder 1 1 10 at the time that Holder 1110 sent the LRM. 

2) Master sends BILH to all but one of the Holders: 

When the Master 1 100 receives the LRM, the Master 1 100 sends a BILH to 
all of the Holders (box 1110) simultaneously except one (Holder 1 120) to inform the 
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other Holders (box 1110) that there is a Requestor 1 130 that needs the data item in 
exclusive mode. 

3) Notified Holders respond with ULM to Master: 

The notified Holder 1110 releases the S lock that Holder 1110 holds and 
responds back to the Master 1 100 with a ULM indicating that Holder 1 1 10 has 
released the lock. Holder 1110 will send a ULM to the Master 1 100. Since the 
Master 1 100 maintains lock mode with regards to all the entities that the Master 
1 100 is responsible for, the Master 1 100 will update Holder 1 1 lO's lock mode, 
which resides on Master 1 100, to indicate that Holder 1 1 10 has released the lock 
(e.g. null) when Master 1 100 receives the LRM from Holder 1110. 

4) Master sends ILH to last Holder: 

When the Master 1 100 receives the ULM, the Master 1 100 sends an ILH to 
the last of the S lock Holders, which in this scenario is Holder 1 120, to inform this 
last Holder 1 120 that there is a Requestor 1 130, which needs the data item in 
exclusive mode (e.g. X lock). 

5) Last Holder sends TBM to Requestor: 

The last Holder 1 120 will transfer the requested data item with a TBM using 
the Requestor's memory location (box 1 130). This last Holder 1 120 performs a 
memory-to-memory transfer to transfer the data item to the Requestor 1 130. The 
Requestor 1 130 of the X lock will interpret receipt of the data item as a lock grant, 
thus eliminating the LGM and DCM. Furthermore since the Holder 1 120 has an S 
lock and no other Holder may hold any other locks at the same time that an X lock is 
being held, the last Holder 1 120 will release its S lock upon transferring the data 
item to the Requestor 1 130. 

6) Requestor sends LAM to Master: 
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The Requestor 1 130 sends a LAM to the Master 1 100 indicating that the 
Requestor 1 130 has assumed an X lock for the data item, which was transferred to 
the Requestor 1130. 

7) Master receives LRM from previous Holder: 

At this point, the LRM from the previous Holder 1110 arrives at Master 
1 100. The Master 1 100 thinks that the Holder 1110 has a lock mode of released or 
null. However, the LRM that the Holder 1110 sent indicates that the Holder 1 1 lO's 
current mode is S, because at the time that Holder 1110 sent the LRM, Holder 
1 1 lO's lock mode was S. Therefore, the Master 1 100 and the Holder 1110 will 
update each other by exchanging Lock Status Messages (e.g. LSM). 

8) Master sends LSM to previous Holder: 

Master 1 100 sends an LSM to Holder 1110 with the lock mode according to 
the Master llOO's understanding. 

9) Previous Holder sends LSM to Master: 

Holder 1110 sends an LSM to Master 1 100 with the lock mode according to 
Holder 1 1 lO's understanding. Then Master 1 10 and Holder 1110 will be 
synchronized as to the mode for the lock of the originally requested data item. 

HARDWARE OVERVIEW 
Figure 12 is a block diagram that illustrates a computer system 1200 upon 
which an embodiment of the invention may be implemented. Computer system 1200 
includes a bus 1202 or other communication mechanism for conmiunicating 
information, and a processor 1204 coupled with bus 1202 for processing information. 
Computer system 1200 also includes a main memory 1206, such as a random access 
memory (RAM) or other dynamic storage device, coupled to bus 1202 for storing 
information and instructions to be executed by processor 1204. Main memory 1206 
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also may be used for storing temporary variables or other intermediate information 
during execution of instructions to be executed by processor 1204. Computer system 
1200 further includes a read only memory (ROM) 1208 or other static storage device 
coupled to bus 1202 for storing static information and instructions for processor 1204. 
A storage device 1210, such as a magnetic disk or optical disk, is provided and 
coupled to bus 1202 for storing information and instructions. 

Computer system 1200 may be coupled via bus 1202 to a display 1212, such as 
a cathode ray tube (CRT), for displaying information to a computer user. An input 
device 1214, including alphanumeric and other keys, is coupled to bus 1202 for 
communicating information and command selections to processor 1204. Another type 
of user input device is cursor control 1216, such as a mouse, a trackball, or cursor 
direction keys for communicating direction information and command selections to 
processor 1204 and for controlling cursor movement on display 1212. This input 
device typically has two degrees of freedom in two axes, a first axis (e.g., x) and a 
second axis (e.g., y), that allows the device to specify positions in a plane. 

The invention is related to the use of computer system 1200 for reducing the 
overhead associated with a ping. According to one embodiment of the invention, the 
overhead associated with a ping is reduced by computer system 1200 in response to 
processor 1204 executing one or more sequences of one or more instructions 
contained in main memory 1206. Such instructions may be read into main memory 
1206 from another computer-readable medium, such as storage device 1210. 
Execution of the sequences of instructions contained in main memory 1206 causes 
processor 1204 to perform the process steps described herein. In alternative 
embodiments, hard-wired circuitry may be used in place of or in combination with 
software instructions to implement the invention. Thus, embodiments of the 
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invention are not limited to any specific combination of hardware circuitry and 
software. 

The term "computer-readable medium" as used herein refers to any medium 
that participates in providing instructions to processor 1204 for execution. Such a 
medium may take many forms, including but not limited to, non- volatile media, 
volatile media, and transmission media. Non-volatile media includes, for example, 
optical or magnetic disks, such as storage device 1210. Volatile media includes 
dynamic memory, such as main memory 1206. Transmission media includes coaxial 
cables, copper wire and fiber optics, including the wires that comprise bus 1202. 
Transmission media can also take the form of acoustic or light waves, such as those 
generated during radio-wave and infi-a-red data communications. 

Common forms of computer-readable media include, for example, a floppy 
disk, a flexible disk, hard disk, magnetic tape, or any other magnetic medium, a CD- 
ROM, any other optical medium, punchcards, papertape, any other physical medium 
with pattems of holes, a RAM, a PROM, and EPROM, a FLASH-EPROM, any 
other memory chip or cartridge, a carrier wave as described hereinafter, or any other 
medium fi-om which a computer can read. 

Various forms of computer readable media may be involved in carrying one or 
more sequences of one or more instructions to processor 1204 for execution. For 
example, the instructions may initially be carried on a magnetic disk of a remote 
computer. The remote computer can load the instructions into its dynamic memory 
and send the instructions over a telephone line using a modem. A modem local to 
computer system 1200 can receive the data on the telephone line and use an infi-a-red 
transmitter to convert the data to an infra-red signal. An infra-red detector can receive 
the data carried in the infra-red signal and appropriate circuitry can place the data on 
bus 1202. Bus 1202 carries the data to main memory 1206, from which processor 
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1204 retrieves and executes the instructions. The instructions received by main 
memory 1206 may optionally be stored on storage device 1210 either before or after 
execution by processor 1204. 

Computer system 1200 belongs to a shared disk system in which data on one or 
more storage devices (e.g. disk drives 1255) are accessible to both computer system 
1200 and to one or more other CPUs (e.g. CPU 1251). In the illustrated system shared 
access to the disk drives 1255 is provided by a system area network 1253. However, 
various mechanisms may alternatively be used to provide shared access. 

Computer system 1200 also includes a communication interface 1218 
coupled to bus 1202. Communication interface 1218 provides a two-way data 
communication coupling to a network link 1220 that is connected to a local network 
1222. For example, communication interface 1218 may be an integrated services 
digital network (ISDN) card or a modem to provide a data conmiunication 
connection to a corresponding type of telephone line. As another example, 
communication interface 1218 may be a local area network (LAN) card to provide a 
data communication connection to a compatible LAN. Wireless links may also be 
implemented. In any such implementation, communication interface 1218 sends and 
receives electrical, electromagnetic or optical signals that carry digital data streams 
representing various types of information. 

Network link 1220 typically provides data communication through one or 
more networks to other data devices. For example, network link 1220 may provide a 
connection through local network 1222 to a host computer 1224 or to data 
equipment operated by an Internet Service Provider (ISP) 1226. ISP 1226 in tum 
provides data communication services through the world wide packet data 
communication network now commonly referred to as the "Internet" 1228. Local 
network 1222 and Internet 1228 both use electrical, electromagnetic or optical 
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signals that carry digital data streams. The signals through the various networks and 
the signals on network link 1220 and through communication interface 1218, which 
carry the digital data to and from computer system 1200, are exemplary forms of 
carrier waves transporting the information. 

Computer system 1200 can send messages and receive data, including" 
program code, through the network(s), network link 1220 and communication 
interface 1218. In the Internet example, a server 1230 might transmit a requested 
code for an application program through Internet 1228, ISP 1226, local network 
1222 and communication interface 1218. 

As the code is received, the received code may be executed by processor 
1204 and/or stored in storage device 1210, or other non- volatile storage for later 
execution. In this maimer, computer system 1200 may obtain application code in the 
form of a carrier wave. 

In the foregoing specification, the invention has been described with 
reference to specific embodiments thereof It will, however, be evident that various 
modifications and changes may be made thereto without departing from the broader 
spirit and scope of the invention. The specification and drawings are, accordingly, to 
be regarded in an illustrative rather than a restrictive sense. 
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